
December 23, 2008 
 
 
 
The Honorable Earl Blumenauer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2267 Rayburn H.O.B 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Senator-elect Jeff Merkley 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
The Honorable Greg Walden 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1210 Longworth H.O.B. 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable Ron Wyden 
U.S. Senate 
223 Dirksen S.O.B. 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
The Honorable Peter DeFazio 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2134 Rayburn H.O.B. 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Congressman-elect Kurt 
Schrader 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
The Honorable David Wu 
U.S. House of Representatives 
1023 Longworth H.O.B. 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
 
 

VIA Email 
Dear Member: 
 
We are a broad coalition of Oregon human services providers and 
advocates, business and faith leaders. As Congress considers an 
economic recovery package, we urge you to help ensure that any 
legislation includes assistance to state governments and those families 
hardest hit by the downturn. 
 
The severity of the current downturn is likely to lead to sharp increases 
in poverty and destitution. The Oregon Department of Human Services 
recently reported that the number of households receiving food stamps 
and TANF is up 13 percent and 16 percent, respectively, over the past 
year.  As unemployment continues to rise, the situation will worsen. An 
economic recovery package should include spending measures that will 
help stave off large increases in severe poverty in Oregon. 
 
The recession has sliced state revenues, undermining what could be a 
stabilizing force in the economy. The most recent state revenue forecast 
projects a $1 billion shortfall in the upcoming budget period. Should the 
revenue shortfall lead to sharp cuts in state services, it would not only 
hurt vulnerable populations but would exacerbate an already harsh 
recession by reducing the flow of dollars through the state economy. 
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A federal economic recovery package should include measures that shore 
up weakening state budgets, help stave off large increases in severe 
poverty and stimulate the economy. Specifically, the package should: 
 

1) Provide $100 billion over two years in state fiscal relief. 
Delivering these funds through a temporary increase in the federal 
Medicaid matching rate would allow Oregon to protect vulnerable 
children, seniors and people with disabilities from cuts in 
Medicaid. The legislation should include “maintenance of effort” 
provisions, such as measures that require states to maintain 
eligibility levels and procedures, so that federal funds intended for 
vulnerable populations are not diverted for other purposes. 

 
2) Provide $26 billion increase in anti-hunger programs over two 

years. Resources for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (providing benefits formerly called “food stamps”) and 
other anti-hunger programs would quickly and efficiently help 
some of the hardest hit families make ends meet. These additional 
resources would ease pressure on Oregon’s emergency food 
assistance network, which is experiencing sharply rising demand. 
Leading economists agree that increased food stamp benefits are 
one of the most effective economic stimulus tools available. 

   
3) Extend unemployment insurance to part-time and temporary 

workers. Many part-time and temporary workers are losing their 
jobs because of the recession, yet unemployment insurance 
currently offers them no protection. Just like full-time workers, 
part-time and temporary workers have families to feed and bills to 
pay. Employers make unemployment insurance payments on 
behalf of these workers, so the program ought to serve them.  

 
4) Provide additional rental assistance through housing vouchers. 

This would help families in low-wage jobs find stable housing 
during the recession. An additional $3.6 billion would cover the 
cost of 400,000 vouchers over the next two years. 

 
5) Strengthen TANF and other work supports. The Temporary 

Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) contingency fund needs to be 
replenished. The fund, established to provide additional resources 
to states during recessions when more families need assistance, is 
likely to run out of money soon. Provisions should also be included 
to increase child care funding for low-wage workers, and to boost 
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job training so that workers, including young people, can upgrade 
their skills. 

 
Thank you for working with your colleagues to make sure that a well-
designed economic recovery package that includes these provisions is 
enacted in the early days of the next Congress. 
 
For further information, please contact Janet Bauer, Oregon Center for 
Public Policy, at 503-873-1201. 
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