
Thank you for your exceptional support of the Oregon Center for 
Public Policy. We take your investment seriously and provide this report 
to demonstrate the meaningful impact your generosity makes on the 
lives of Oregonians.

 “From the beginning of the Oregon Center 
for Public Policy, I have used their reports and 
analysis in understanding political decision 
making and my special interest area of taxation. 
I know they are on the right side of improving 
the human condition.”
     

     - Tony Van Vliet 
        Former state legislator from Corvallis   
            and 20-year Center donor 

Your Impact       



Defending Oregon’s immigrant community. We published 
a paper showing that undocumented workers pay millions in 
Oregon taxes and would pay millions more under immigration 
reform. Activists are using the information and the media is 
paying attention.

Pushing back against Trump’s regressive policies. We’re 
gearing up to push back against Trump’s massive and 
regressive tax cut plan. We’re working with national partners 
fighting in the halls of Congress and looking for ways that 
Oregon can limit the damage.

Your support allows us to be nimble in defending Oregon 
against destructive policies coming out of the new Congress 
and the Trump White House. Thank you.

You help low-income working families
With your support, the Center showed that Oregon ranked at 
or near the bottom for participation in the Earned Income Tax 
Credit, which boosts the earnings of low- and moderate-
income families. Legislators took note, culminating in a bill 
requiring employers to inform employees of the availability of 
this important support for working families. 

You are an essential partner in helping make a vibrant 
Oregon, where everyone has the opportunity to succeed. 
Thank you.

You create momentum for change
Change doesn’t come easy; it takes time.

More than two years ago, with your support, we began an 
effort to reform Oregon’s biggest, but ineffective and 
inequitable housing subsidy — the mortgage interest 
deduction. Back then, just about everyone thought it was 
untouchable. That’s not the case anymore.

We’ve put the issue on the legislative agenda. We patiently 
built a coalition dedicated to pursuing reform of the 
deduction and did the analysis that makes the case. With our 
partners, we put together a common-sense reform proposal 
that preserves the deduction for the vast majority of 
Oregonians who use it, while freeing up large amounts of 
revenue to invest in addressing Oregon’s statewide housing 
crisis. We have won over many lawmakers and generated 
favorable editorials in The Oregonian, the Salem Statesman 
Journal, and the Medford Mail Tribune.

The Center has created real momentum for change. Big 
changes take time. And it takes the support of dedicated 
individuals like you. Thank you.

Executive Director’s Note
Twenty years ago, advocates for vulnerable Oregonians and I founded the Center to fill a void 
in the Oregon policy landscape: the need for timely, accurate and accessible research and 
analysis to help advocates for low- and moderate-income Oregonians. The Center’s success, 
as well as the depth of support from you and others committed to economic and social justice, 
have exceeded my wildest expectations. You have made the Center an indispensable player 
in progressive budget, tax and economic policy efforts.  Our tagline – Because facts matter –
reflects that when policymakers make decisions, they have facts to rely upon. In this post-Trump 
election era, you and policy makers are looking for facts that matter, not alternative facts.

You and other donors have a track record of promoting facts that matter – facts that have a di-
rect and positive impact on policy. As we begin to celebrate the Center’s 20-year milestone, we 
wanted to share this brief report on how your philanthropy has led to improving the lives of 
Oregonians.

Onward,

Chuck Sheketoff

You provide a voice for the voiceless in tax and budget negotiations
As you know, we began this legislative session facing a huge revenue shortfall in the upcoming 
state budget. Your support has made it possible for the Center to be a leading voice for low- 
and moderate-income Oregonians in the debates about what to do about the shortfall. We put 
your and our shared values into action:

•   Offering common sense options for raising revenue to protect schools and other vital 
     services and address the long-standing structural deficit in Oregon’s fiscal system. 
•   Stressing that raising business taxes is the place to start when it comes to raising revenue.
•   Showing how state budget spending and state and local government employment have 
     remained remarkably flat over time, contrary to myths of anti-tax zealots.

Your support makes these actions possible. Thank you.

You defend Oregon values, pushing back against the Trump agenda
Thanks to you, the Center is standing up for Oregon values. We’re pushing back against 
attempts by the Trump administration to roll back our access to economic opportunity and 
shared prosperity.

Pushing back against efforts to repeal the Affordable Care Act. With your support, we’ve 
armed activists in Oregon’s 2nd Congressional District with a report describing how the House 
Republican plan threatens nearly one million Oregonians relying on the Oregon Health Plan. 
While Trumpcare unfortunately made it out of the U.S. House, we will continue our efforts to 
defend against the repeal of Obamacare and its protections.

How Your Giving Makes An Impact



Putting your values into action
We’ve been working hard to defend Oregon values, provide a voice for the voiceless and 
ensure that all Oregonians have a real opportunity to thrive.

During the first 21 weeks of 2017. . .

   We’ve had 54 mentions in the media.

      That’s like being in the news every 2 and a half days!

We released 37 publications.

   That’s the equivalent to a report, fact sheet, blog 
   post, or news release every 4 days (including 
   weekends)!

    We’ve seen a 22% increase in traffic to our website.

       That’s 6,000 more visitors than last year during 
       the same time.

We’ve held 4 conference calls or webinars for donors and activists.

   That’s giving you and other donors insights that you can’t 
   get just by visiting our webpages.

Thank you!

For more information, please contact:
Roger Williams-Thomas, Development Coordinator

971-279-4732
rwilliamsthomas@ocpp.org

www.ocpp.org


