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The Long Suffering Middle and Bottom 

 
Labor Day is a particularly appropriate date to assess the state of Oregon workers. Such a 
review, unfortunately, reveals the long-term struggles of middle- and low-income Oregonians. 

 

A View of the State of Working Oregon is a series of occasional OCPP fact sheets 
published to help explain Oregon’s economy from the perspective of working families. 

 
Over the past three decades, taking inflation into account, Oregonians in the middle and bottom 
of the income scale not only have made no headway, but their incomes have actually fallen. 
Specifically, from 1980 to 2010, the average income of Oregonians in the middle fifth of the 
income scale declined 3 percent. The decline for the poorest fifth of Oregonians over the same 
time period was 4 percent. 
 
By contrast, those at the top of the income scale have done well. On average, Oregonians 
comprising the wealthiest fifth have seen their incomes rise by 38 percent over the three-decade 
period. And the average income of the richest 1 percent more than doubled — increasing by 118 
percent — from 1980 to 2010.  
 
 

This work is made possible in part by the support of the Ford Foundation, the Stoneman Family 
Foundation, the Northwest Area Foundation, the Oregon Education Association, the Oregon School 

Employees Association, SEIU 503 and by the generous support of organizations and individuals. 
 

The Oregon Center for Public Policy is a part of the State Fiscal Analysis Initiative (SFAI)  
and the Economic Analysis and Research Network (EARN). 
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Adjusted for inflation using CPI-U, negative returns excluded.
Source: OCPP analysis of Oregon Department of Revenue data.

Three decades of only the top prospering
(Change in average inflation-adjusted income of each group since 1980)


