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Tax Facts That Matter: 2016 Edition
Who pays more taxes, low- or high-income households?
The income group in Oregon that pays the highest share of their income to state and local taxes:
Lowest income households.1
The income group in Oregon that pays the lowest share of their income to state and local taxes:
The wealthiest 1 percent of households.2

Have taxes increased as a share of Oregonians’ income?
Oregon state and local general revenue as a share of income in 1991: 15.7 percent.3
Oregon state and local general revenue as a share of income in 2013: 15.7 percent.4

How much do working poor Oregonians pay in income taxes?
2014 federal poverty threshold for a family of four with two children: $24,008.5
State income tax paid in Oregon by a family of four living at the poverty line in 2014: $130.6
Of the 42 states with income taxes, the number that taxed the income of a family of four
living at the poverty line in 2014: 14.7
Oregon’s rank in taxing the income of a family of four living at the poverty line in 2014:
9th highest.8

What share of income goes to the top 1 percent?
Share of income going to Oregon’s top 1 percent in 2014: 15.5 percent.9
Share of income going to Oregon’s bottom 40 percent in 2014: 7.4 percent.10

What share of capital gains income goes to the top 1 percent?
Share of income from capital gains going to Oregon’s top 1 percent in 2014: 55.3 percent.11
Share of capital gains going to Oregon’s top 5 percent in 2014: 73.8 percent.12
Share of income from capital gains going to Oregon’s bottom 95 percent in 2014:
26.2 percent.13
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How do lottery and income tax revenues compare?
Anticipated state revenue from personal income taxes in 2015-17: $15.70 billion.14
Anticipated state revenue from the Oregon Lottery in 2015-17: $1.22 billion.15
Anticipated state revenue from corporate income taxes in 2015-17: $1.13 billion.16

What’s easier: raising taxes or curbing loopholes?
Percent of each chamber needed to enact a bill for raising revenue: 60 percent (three-fifths).
Percent of each chamber needed to reform or end most tax deductions,
exemptions and credits: 50 percent + 1 (simple majority).17

Do corporations pay a fair share of income taxes?
Share of Oregon income taxes paid by corporations in 1973-75: 18.5 percent.18
Share of Oregon income taxes corporations are projected to pay in 2017-19: 5.6 percent.19
Amount of additional money Oregon schools needed in 2015-17 to provide
all children a quality education: $1.8 billion.20
Estimated new revenue for schools, healthcare and senior services each budget period from
Initiative Petition 28 (IP 28), which would establish a 2.5 percent tax for C corporations on their
Oregon sales above $25 million: About $6 billion.21
Share of income taxes corporations are projected to pay in 2017-19 if voters approve IP 28:
25.8 percent.22

Who itemizes deductions and who uses the standard deduction?
Share of Oregon taxpayers who itemized their deductions in 2014: 46.1 percent.23
Share of Oregon taxpayers who used the standard deduction in 2014: 53.9 percent.24
Share of Oregon taxpayers earning $100,000 or less in 2014 who itemized: 38.3 percent.25
Share of Oregon taxpayers earning $100,000 or less in 2014 who used the standard deduction:
61.7 percent.26
Share of Oregon’s wealthiest 1 percent of taxpayers who itemized in 2013: 95.2 percent.27
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Who benefits from the mortgage interest deduction?
Projected cost of the Oregon mortgage interest deduction in 2015-17: $962 million.28
Share of Oregon taxpayers who benefited from the Oregon mortgage interest deduction in 2011:
33 percent.29
Share of the Oregon mortgage interest deduction benefits going to the highest-earning 20
percent of Oregon taxpayers in 2011: 61 percent.30

Who benefits from the Oregon EITC?
Projected 2015-17 cost of the Oregon Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC): $105 million.31
Share of Oregon taxpayers benefiting from the Oregon EITC in 2014: About 16 percent.32
Share of Oregon EITC going to working families in 2014: 100 percent.33
Average benefit of the EITC per working family who received the credit in 2014: $169.34
Number of working families with young children who will see additional tax benefits from recent
improvements in the Oregon EITC: 58,000.35
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The 2016 Oregon Legislature voted to increase Oregon’s match of the federal EITC from 8 to 11 percent for families
with children under age three for tax years 2017 through 2019. The Oregon Legislative Revenue Office estimated that
this change would benefit some 58,000 families, increasing their average EITC from $229 to $315. Legislative
Revenue Office estimates available at http://www.ocpp.org/media/uploads/pdf/2016/05/20160501-LRO-EITCincrease-analysis.pdf.
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