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Undocumented Workers in Marion County
Pay Millions in Oregon Taxes
By Janet Bauer
Undocumented workers in Marion County, like other workers, contribute in many ways to their
communities. One way they contribute is by paying state and local taxes, most of which goes to
supporting schools, health care, infrastructure, and public safety services. Despite their
contributions, undocumented residents are not eligible for many public services.

Undocumented Marion County residents pay $14 million in Oregon taxes
An estimated 18,000 undocumented Marion County residents pay nearly $14 million annually
in state and local taxes.1 For perspective, $14 million is enough to hire 157 teachers.2

Undocumented Marion County residents pay Oregon taxes
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Excise taxes include taxes on gasoline and alcohol.
Source: Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, 2018.
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Undocumented residents in Marion County are estimated to pay nearly $7 million in property
taxes — the principal way local governments fund public services. They pay property taxes
directly if they are homeowners. They pay indirectly if they are renters, because, as research
shows, landlords pass some of their property tax expenses on to renters.3
About $5 million of the annual tax contributions of undocumented workers in Marion County is
in the form of income taxes, including payroll taxes. Although undocumented workers lack a
social security number, they can file taxes with an identification number from the Internal
Revenue Service.4 Undocumented workers have an incentive to pay income taxes: Proof of work
history and paying taxes can be beneficial if the worker applies for permanent status.5
Undocumented workers in Marion County are also estimated to pay more than $2 million
annually in various excise taxes assessed locally or at the state level. These include, for example,
taxes on gasoline, alcohol, and tobacco.6

Undocumented Workers in Marion County Pay Millions in Oregon Taxes
Undocumented residents are not eligible for many public services
Despite their tax payments, undocumented Oregonians are not eligible for many of the public
services their contributions support. For example, undocumented residents are not eligible for
Social Security, Medicare, the Oregon Health Plan (Oregon’s Medicaid program) after age 18,
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), Temporary Assistance for Needy Families
(TANF), and federal and state earned income tax credits, among others.7
Undocumented Oregon residents may receive some kinds of emergency services, such as
medical coverage for pregnant women and emergency cash assistance for parents who are
victims of domestic violence. Depending on their family’s income, children who are
undocumented may be eligible for the Oregon Health Plan. The children of undocumented
workers — most of whom are United States citizens — may attend public schools.8

Conclusion
Undocumented Oregonians contribute in many ways to their communities. One way they
contribute is through the taxes they pay at state and local levels, resources that fund key services
like schools and health care. Despite their tax contributions, undocumented residents are not
eligible for many of the public services available to others.
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